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Diocese of New York and New Jersey 

Diocesan Deaconate Program 
 

Rt. Rev. MICHAEL                      July 8, 2010 

Bishop of New York 

 

Current expectations are for an accredited certificate program resulting in (essentially) 

the completion of the equivalent of the first year of studies at Saint Tikhon’s Seminary. 

Classes would be on Saturdays, paralleling the fall/spring academic semesters (15 weeks 

each; holidays off). Cost is anticipated at $600 per semester. Candidates would be 

recommended by their parish rector and, as is always the case, would enter with the 

knowledge that successful completion of the program does not guarantee ordination. The 

location(s) for the conduct of the program will be dependent upon the locations of the 

students enrolled. If all goes well in planning and a sufficient interest is found, the 

program could begin as early as this fall. 

 Special emphasis will be placed upon achieving proficiency in knowledge (and 

practice) of Rubrics of Divine services in preparation for ordination to Holy Deaconate, 

and will include: Vigil (Vespers/Matins), Divine Liturgy, Pontifical (Hierarchical) Divine 

Liturgy, Presanctified Divine Liturgy, Presanctified Pontifical (Hierarchical) Divine 

Liturgy, Great Canon of St. Andrew, all Services of Great and Holy Week, Holy Pascha, 

Services of Bright Week, Sacrament of Marriage, Burial (Funeral) Services during 

regular year/Bright Week, Panikhida, and other Liturgical Services and Rubrics.  

 

Year One  
   

Fall Semester:  
            Church Order / Liturgics - Fall (Course Outline #1) 

            Scripture: Israel's Origins (Five Books of Moses) (Course Outline # 3) 

   

Spring Semester  
            Church Order / Liturgics - Spring (Course Outline # 7) 

            Scripture: Synoptic Writings (Synoptic Gospels & Acts) (Course Outline # 2) 

   

Year Two  
   

Fall Semester:  
            Homiletics  (TBD) 

            Intro to Church Doctrine (Course Outline # 5) 

 

Spring Semester:  
            Church History  (Course Outline # 6) 

            Orthodox Spirituality (Course Outline # 4) 

 

 



2 

 

Lit 5302 – Divine Liturgy & Sacraments (1) 
 
Course Description: 
 

A study of the theology of the Divine Liturgy and the Holy Mysteries of the 
Orthodox Church 
 

Required Readings: 
 

A Manual of the Orthodox Church’s Divine Services, Archpriest D. Sokolof 
 
Grade Evaluation:  
 

The final letter grade in this course will be determined by 
Attendance at both Divine Liturgy & class, and participation in the class 
discussions. (50%) 

   Mid-term Exam (25%) 
   Final examination at the end of the course (25%) 
 
Class Assignments: NOTE: DATES WILL NEED TO BE CHANGED 
 

Week 1 – Jan. 19: Course Overview/Introduction, 12 Great Feasts 
Week 2 – Jan. 26: 12 Great Feasts, cont. & Service Books 
Week 3 – Feb. 16:  Liturgy & Sacraments 
Week 4 – Feb. 9:    Liturgy & Sacraments 
Week 5 – Feb. 16: Serving Practicum w/ Fr.  
Week 6 – Feb. 23: Holy Baptism 
Week 7 – Mar. 1: Mid-term Exam & Holy Confession (double) 
Week 8 – Mar. 8: Holy Communion 
Week 9 – Mar. 15: No Classes (First Saturday of Lent) 
Week 10 – Mar. 22: Holy Matrimony 
Week 11 – Mar. 29: Anointing of the Sick & Holy Orders (double) 
Week 12 – Apr. 5: Divine Liturgy (1) 
Week 13 – Apr. 12: Divine Liturgy (2) 
Week 14 – Apr. 19: Divine Liturgy (3) 
Week 15 – Apr. 26: No Classes (Holy Saturday) 
Week 16 – May. 3: No Classes (Bright Saturday) 
Week 17 – May. 10: Final Exam 
 

These topics of discussion are not written in stone and may move depending on 
the progress of the previous week. It is expected that the student will read the 
chapter pertaining to that week’s topic and be prepared for discussion based on 
that reading. 
 
Any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact Fr.: 

Contact information 
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SCR 5304 -- THE SYNOPTIC TRADITION (2) 
 

 

Course Description: A study of the theology of the Synoptic Gospels and the 

Acts of the Apostles. The formation of the Synoptic Tradition. The "Image" of 

Christ and various other Christological themes.  Detailed exegesis of specific 

texts, with patristic commentary, especially Saint John Chrysostom, Saint Cyril of 

Alexandria, Blessed Theophylact and Venerable Bede. 

 

Course Objectives: Through lectures, class discussions and assigned readings, the 

instructor hopes to:  

1) communicate an Orthodox understanding of the 

teachings and miracles of Our Lord found in the Synoptic 

Tradition;  

2) provide basic background information needed to 

understand the literal level of these passages of Scripture;  

3) offer insights from within the Patristic Tradition 

revealing the profound depth and wisdom of the theology of 

the Synoptic Gospels and Acts;  

4) demonstrate to the students how to counter common 

misunderstandings of Our Lord's teaching on key issues; and  

5) encourage students to explore a variety of resources 

they can use in their further study of Jesus' teachings in the 

Synoptic Tradition. 

 

Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, the student will:  

1) have read all of the Synoptic Gospels and Acts of the 

Apostles;  

2) have acquired, or know where to find, the necessary 

background knowledge needed for understanding the literal 

level of these texts;  

3) know the basic theology presented in the Synoptic 

Tradition;  

4) understand how to counter common 

misunderstandings' of Jesus' teaching as found in the Synoptic 

Gospels and Acts;  

5) appreciate at a deeper level the writings of SS. 

Matthew, Mark and Luke. 
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Required Readings:  
The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke and Acts of the 

Apostles, from an approved translation of the New 

Testament.  

 

Blessed Theophylact. Explanation of the Holy Gospel 

according to Saint Luke, Chrysostom Press, 1997  

 

Blessed Theophylac1. Explanation of the Holy Gospel 

according to Saint Mark, Chrysostom Press, 1993.  

 

Blessed Theophylact. Explanation of the Holy Gospel 

according To Saint Matthew, Chrysostom Press, 1993.  

 

Venerable Bede. Commentary on the Acts of the Apostle, 

Cistercian Publications, 1989. 

  

Other Readings:  
St. Cyril of Alexandria. Commentary on the Gospel of Luke, 

Studion Publishing, 1983.  

 

St. John Chrysostom. Homilies on the Acts of the Apostles, 

NPNF, Volume XI, Eerdmans Publishing, 1973.  

 

St. John Chrysostom. Homilies on Saint Matthew, NPNF, 

Volume.X; Eerdmans Publishing, 1973. 

 

Grade Evaluation: The final letter grade in this course will be determined by all 

four of the following:  

1. Attendance and participation in the class discussion of the 

assignments given. (25%) 

2. A research paper (8 to 10 pages, typewritten) examining in 

detail from the perspective of patristic exegesis one of the 

events of Holy Week, Pascha, the Resurrection appearances, 

or the Ascension of Our Lord as recorded in the Synoptic 

Gospels. The actual Scriptural pericope(s) must be approved 

by the instructor. (25%) 

3. Final examination at the end of the course. (50%) 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

Class Schedule and Assignments: 

 

Week 1 – An Overview of the Synoptic Tradition: Authorship, Date and Place, 
Major Themes, Background and Outline; Jesus as 
Prophet, Suffering Servant and Son of Man. 
Assignment: Matthew 

Week 2 – Gospel Similarities and Differences; Scholarly Hypotheses and the 
Patristic Consensus; the Synoptics and the Gospel of 
John.  
Assignment: Mark 

Week 3 – Nativity of St. John the Baptist, Annunciation of the Theotokos, Nativity 
of Our Lord. 
Assignment: Luke.  

 Week 4 – Preaching of St. John the Baptist, Baptism of our Lord, Temptations, 
Beginning of Christ’s ministry and first disciples. 
Assignment: Theophy1act on Matthew (Ch. 1- 10). 
Paper topic due 

Week 5 – Sermon on the Mountain 
Assignment: Theophy1act on Matthew. (Ch. 11- 18) 

Week 6 – Miracles & Parables of Christ 
Assignment: Theophy1act on Matthew. (Ch. 19- 23) 

Week 7 – Nature of Discipleship and the Mission of the Twelve 
Assignment: Theophy1act on Matthew. (Ch. 24- 28) 

Week 8 – Last Year of Christ’s Ministry, Transfiguration and teachings 
Assignment: Theophy1act on Mark. 

Week 9 – Palm Sunday, Events of Holy Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
Assignment: Theophy1act on Luke (Ch. 1- 10). 

Week 10 – Mystical Supper, the Passion and Death of Our Lord. 
Assignment: Theophy1act on Luke (Ch. 11- 24). 
Mid-Term Paper Due  

Week 11 – The Resurrection and Ascension of Our Lord 
Assignment: Acts of the Apostles 

Week 12 – The Early Church in Jerusalem. 
Assignment: Ven. Bede on Acts. 

Week 13 – The Preaching of Saints Peter and Paul. 
Assignment: Ven. Bede on Acts. 

Week 14 – The Witness of the Early Church.   
Final Examination. 
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SCR 5301 ISRAEL'S ORIGINS (3) 
 

Course Description: A comprehensive study of the Pentateuch, its meaning for 

ancient Israel and for Church life and theology. Detailed exegesis of selected 

passages, patristic and contemporary exegetical questions.  

 

Course Objectives: Through lectures, class discussions and assigned readings, the 

instructor hopes to:  

2) communicate an Orthodox understanding of the theology 

of the Pentateuch, especially passages read in the services 

during the Church year;  

3) provide basic historical, geographical and theological 

background information needed to understand the literal 

level of these words;  

4) offer insights from within the Patristic Tradition revealing 

the profound depth and wisdom of the theology of the 

Pentateuch;  

5) demonstrate to the students how to counter common 

misunderstandings of key issues found in Pentateuch texts; 

and  

6) encourage students to explore a variety of resources they 

can use in their further study of the first five books of the 

Scripture. 

 

Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, the student will:  

1) have read all the first five books of the Bible (the 

Pentateuch);  

2) have acquired, or know where to find, the necessary 

background knowledge needed for understanding the 

literal level of these texts;  

3) know the basic theology presented in the Books of Moses;  

4) understand how to counter common misunderstandings of 

the teachings contained in the Pentateuch;  

5) be enabled to undertake a deeper study of the Patristic 

interpretation of the Pentateuch on his own; and  

6) appreciate at a deeper level the theology of the first five 

books of the Scripture.  

 

Required Readings: The Orthodox Study Bible.  Thomas Nelson, 2008. 

 

John Chrysostom. Homilies on Genesis 1-17. Volume 74 of 

the Fathers of the Church, Washington, 1986.  
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Dn. Andrei Kuraev. Orthodoxy and Creationism 

http://www.fatheralexander.org/booklets/english/evolution_ku

raev.htm; 

 

  

Other Readings: St. Gregory of Nyssa. On the Life of Moses. The Classics of 

Western Spirituality, Paulist Press, NY, 1978. 

Ambrose of Milan. Hexameron, Paradise, and Cain and Abel.  

                             Volume 42 of the Fathers of the Church, Washington, 1985.  

Basil the Great. Hexameron. Volume 46 of the Fathers of the 

Church. Washington, 1985.  

Ephraim the Syrian. Hymns on Paradise. New York, 1990.  

John Chrysostom. Homilies on Genesis 18-50. Volume 75 of the 

Fathers of the Church, Washington, 1985.  

Symeon the New Theologian. The Sin of Adam. Platina, 1979.  

 

Grade Evaluation: The final letter grade in this course will be determined by all 

four of the following:  

1. Attendance and participation in the class discussion of the 

assignments given. (25%) 

2. A research paper (8 to 10 pages, typewritten) concerning a 

specific topic found in the Pentateuch, citing patristic sources 

(or comparing the writings of the Fathers to modem Orthodox 

sources). The topic of this paper is to be discussed with and 

approved by the instructor. (25%) 

3. Final examination at the end of the course. (50%) 

 

Class Assignments: NOTE: DATES WILL NEED TO BE CHANGED 

Week 1 -- Sept. 12: Introduction to Biblical Studies & Pentateuch.  Assignment: 
Dn. Andrei Kuraev, Orthodoxy and Creationism. 

Week 2 -- Sept. 19: Overview of the Book of Genesis and the Six Days of 
Creation (Hexameron). (Gen. 1:1 -- 2:3) Assignment: Chrysostom, 
Homilies 1-3.  

 
Week 3 -- Sept. 26: The Creation of Man and the life of Paradise. (Gen. 2:4 -- 

2:25).  Assignment: Chrysostom, Homilies 4-6.  

Week 4 -- Oct. 3: The Fall of Man, Kain, Seth and their descendants.  (Gen 3:1 – 
4:26). Assignment: Chrysostom, Homilies 7-8. 

Week 5 -- Oct. 10: The Flood, Noah’s Ark and the Tower of Babel (Gen 4 -11).  
Assignment: Chrysostom, Homilies 9 - 10. 
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Week 6 -- Oct. 17: Abraham and Isaac (Gen 12 - 26).  Assignment: Chrysostom, 
Homilies 11 - 12. 

  
Week 7 -- Oct. 24: Assignment: Chrysostom, Homily 13. 

Week 8 -- Oct. 31: Jacob and Joseph (Gen. 27 - 50).  Assignment: Chrysostom, 
Homily 14.  Mid-Term Paper Due 

Week 9 -- Nov. 7:  Moses: Burning Bush, Commission, Plagues and Passover 
(Exod. 1-13).  Assignment: Chrysostom, Homily 15. 

Week 10 -- Nov. 14: Deliverance, Israel at Sinai (Ex. 14-35).  Assignment: 
Chrysostom, Homily 16. 

Week 11 -- Nov. 21: God-given Worship.  Assignment: Chrysostom, Homily 17. 

Week 12 – Nov. 28: No Classes, Thanksgiving Break 

Week 13 -- Dec. 5: (Full day OT class) God-given Law & Sojourn in the Desert 
(all of Leviticus & Numbers)  

Week 13 -- Dec. 12: The Book of Deuteronomy  
 
Week 14 -- Dec. 19: Final Exam.  
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SPR 5301: FOUNDATIONS OF ORTHODOX 
SPIRITUALITY (4) 

 

Course Instructor:   
 
Course Scope and Description: 

This graduate course will focus on the theory and praxis of spirituality as 
understood within the framework of the Orthodox Christian tradition, and seen 
through the prism of Scriptural precepts and the patristic ascetic and spiritual 
tradition. Particular emphasis will be on a pastoral understanding of issues and 
methodological aspects of the human struggle to achieve theosis through a 
purposeful process of purification, illumination, and perfection. 

Course Objectives: 

 To enable students to define and articulate, in theological terms and within an 
ecclesial context, a comprehensive understanding of Spirituality as an academic 
discipline 

 To enable students to analyze, interpret and illustrate significant issues and vari-
ations in the understanding and experience of Spirituality in contemporary cul-
tures and contexts 

 To enable students to appropriate a functional methodology for spiritual living 
in accordance with Scriptural precepts and patristic understanding 

 To enable students to synthesize and integrate their understanding of spirituality 
in application to the formation goals of personal life and pastoral ministry 

Expected Course Outcomes: At the end of the course, the successful student will:  

 Define and articulate the nature, contours and textures of Spirituality as a 
theological discipline 

 Describe various approaches and understandings of Spirituality in contemporary 
cultures and contexts, and explain their overall significance for a focused 
approach to the theory and praxis of spirituality 

 Identify and explain the major stages and aspects of the spiritual struggle for 
theosis, and be able to differentiate between positive and negative praxis 

 Conceptualize and clearly articulate an understanding of the Christian doctrines 
of Redemption and Salvation in the light of acquired understanding of 
Spirituality 

 Appropriate and apply an integrated understanding of spirituality in personal 
life and pastoral ministry 

 

Course Methodology: 

Teaching and learning in this course will be accomplished through student 
completion of reading and writing assignments, as well as through classroom 
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discussion. Additional instructions for accessing program documents may be 
given by e-mail to students who have registered for this course.  

Texts and Resources to be employed: 

 Major Text: Assigned readings will be from Fr Dumitru Staniloae's Orthodox 
Spirituality, translated by Archimandrite Jerome (Newville) and Otilia 
Kloos (STS Press, 2003) 

 Supplementary Readings: 

Paul Evdokimov, “Anthropology,” (Part 1, Ch. 1-6), in: Woman and the 
Salvation of the World (SVS Press, 1994), 31-36. 

 “Anthropology,” The Sacrament of Love (SVS Press, 1985), 49-64. 

Harry Boosalis, Orthodox Spiritual Life according to Saint Silouan the 
Athonite (STS Press, 2000). 

Alexander Golubov, “Rags of Mortality: Original Sin and Human 
Nature,” Sourozh, 64 (May 1996), 23-32. 

Anestis Keselopoulos, Passions and Virtues according to Saint Gregory 
Palamas (STS Press, 2004). 

Charles Miller, “The gift of the World. An Introduction to the Theology of 
Dumitru Staniloae ”(T & T Clark, Edimburgh, 2000), 1-54 

L. Turcescu, ed. “Dumitru Staniloae: Tradition and Modernity in 
Theology” (The Center for Romanian Studies, Iasi, Oxford, Palm Beach, 
Portland, 2002), 167-248 

 Email for St Tikhon’s Library: library@stots.edu.  

 Contact Inter Library Loan: ill@stots.edu 

Requirements and Criteria for Assessment and Evaluation: 

Assessment of student effort and progress will be made by the course instructor 
on the basis of class participation and assigned work completed and presented 
by the student. The following are the requirements for student assessment and 
evaluation: 

 A classroom journal that will correctly and substantively record the lecture 
material offered by the instructor, together with the handouts that are 
distributed in class, and possible questions and reflections on, as well as 
emotional responses to, the material that may arise in the student’s mind; 
turn in to instructor at end of Week 13 (electronic format on floppy or disk is 
preferable). 

 Three brief written reflections based on your class journal, on assigned 
topics within the four learning modules, to be submitted for evaluation 
by the instructor at the end of each learning module, in accordance 
with the weekly schedule announced in the Course Syllabus: 

mailto:library@stots.edu
mailto:ill@stots.edu
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o In a brief written reflection in essay form (3-5 pages), articulate 
a your understanding of spirituality both as an academic 
discipline and as a way of Christian living, comparing and 
contrasting various approaches from other Christian, non-
Christian, and secular traditions 

o In a brief reflection in essay form (3-5 pages), consider the 
etiology of sin and pathology of the soul, particularly as 
expressed by the passions, and suggest appropriate 
methodological approaches to human struggle with sin and 
acquisition of virtue 

o In a brief reflection in essay form (3-5 pages), demonstrate a 
functional understanding of issues and approaches attendant to 
living a sacramental life in the Church as the path to achieving 
a healing of the pathology of soul and the attainment of 
salvation 

 A final integrative research paper (5-7± pp.), properly footnoted, with a separate 
Sources/Bibliography page, on a topic previously selected by the student and 
approved by the instructor, will be turned in at the conclusion of the course.  The 
final paper will demonstrate an integrated understanding of spirituality as a 
basis for a focused and integrated Christian life. It may be a synthesis of 
previously submitted reflections, or a totally new exploration of a topic or theme 
in spirituality (student-exercised option). 

Grading policy 

The final course grade will be assigned in accordance with the relative 
assessment weight of presented work, as follows: 

 Class journal = 30% of grade 

 3 short reflections = 30% percent of final grade 

 Integrative paper = 40% percent of final grade 
 

Schedule of Readings and Class Discussion: NOTE: DATES WILL NEED TO BE CHANGED  

 

Week 01: Jan. 17 

 

Learning Module 1:                                                                                          
Introduction. Staniloae: The Man and Theologian  

 Assignment: Charles Miller, “The Gift of the World”. 7-25  

Week 02: Jan. 24 

 

 Prolegomena. Spirituality as a theological discipline.                                                  
The nature, contours, and texture of spirituality. Definitions, descriptions 
and approaches (method).  

Assignment: Golubov, “Foreword,” in Staniloae, 1-19. 

Week 03: Jan. 31  

 

Trouble in Paradise. Unfolding of Narrative and Story: Mythos, Parable, 
Paradigm and Type. Zacchaeus. Hagiology.  
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Readings: Paul Evdokimov, “Anthropology,” (Part 1, Ch. 1-6), in: Woman 
and the Salvation of the World (SVS Press, 1994), 31-36 (on reserve) and idem., 
“Anthropology,” The Sacrament of Love (SVS Press, 1985), 49-64. 

Week 04:  

 
Presuppositions and personal appropriation. Issues of Christian     
anthropology. Issues of salvation and redemption. Adam and Eve. Reading:  
Staniloae, Introduction, § 1-3, pp. 21-45.  

Week 05: Feb. 14  

 

The nature of human spiritual pathology. Concupiscence and Love.  

Assignment: Golubov, “Rags of Mortality: Original Sin and Human  

Nature,” Sourozh, 64 (May 1996), 23-32. 

 

Week 06: Feb. 21 Authenticity. Publican and Pharisee.  

Reading: Staniloae, § 4-6, pp. 46-75; 

Assignment: P First brief written reflection due; (Spirituality) 

Week 07: Feb. 28 Midterm examination (1 hour only)   

 March 7 
 No classes  

Week 08: March 14 

 

Learning Module 2:                                                                                                  
Purification. “The Passions.” The Good Samaritan. 

Reading: Staniloae,  § 7-17,  pp. 77-157;    

Week 09: March 21 

 

 

 Return and repentance: the Beginning of the way.ó The Prodigal Son. 

Reading:  Staniloae, § 18-22, pp. 158-194; 

P 2nd written reflection due. (The passions)      

Week 10: April 4  Learning Module 3: Illumination 

Spiritual living: Sacramentum. Lex orandi-lex credendi;   

Reading: Staniloae,  “Gifts of the Holy Spirit,” § 23-25, pp. 195-229;   

Week  11: April 11                                                               Spiritual living: Liturgy  

Reading: Staniloae, Knowledge of God, § 26-28, pp. 224-254; 

 Reading: Staniloae, Prayer, § 29-32, pp. 255-302; 

P 3rd written reflection due. (Repentance) 

April 18  

April 25 

EASTER BREAK 

Week 12: May 2 Learning Module 4: Theosis  

Spiritual living: Image and Icon 

Reading: Staniloae,  “Love and Dispassion,” § 33-34, pp. 303-326; 

Week 13: May 9 òSumming Upó 
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 Reading:  Staniloae, § 35-38, pp. 327-376 

Week 14: May 16 Final Examination 

Integrative Paper due May 16 (Life in the Church) 
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Introduction to Christian Dogma/Doctrine (5) 

 

Course Instructor: 
 

Course description: 

An introduction to Christian doctrine as understood primarily by Orthodox Christianity, 
including comparisons with Western Christian traditions. Topics include divine 
revelation and the knowledge of God, with special emphasis on doctrinal definitions and 
heretical teachings concerning the Holy Trinity. 

Course objective: 

To set forth a firm foundation, familiarity and understanding of the sources, methods, 
topics and terminology of Orthodox Trinitarian theology.   

Learning objectives and goals: 

 To set forth a firm patristic foundation for seeing theology as a service to the 

Church, for the Church, and from within the Church. 

 Familiarize the student with the patristic sources, methods and terminology of 

Orthodox Theology. 

 Understand the limits and the motives behind Dogmatic Theology 

 To learn the development of Trinitarian Theology from the earliest beginnings of 

the Christian Church until the time of the Cappadocian Fathers. 

 To be able to have clear, coherent and critical theological reflections. 

 To be able to grasp and discuss theological issues in the Light of Orthodox 

Tradition. 

 

Grading 

 

Grading for this course will be based on the guidelines in the current catalog.  There will 

be six areas of analysis for determination of both the Mid-Term and Final Grade.  The six 

areas are as follows: 

1. Class participation – attendance and attitude are extremely important and 

will be the primary factors in this category.  Attendance guidelines (see 

attendance policy below) will be only a small portion of the class grading 

section, but may include Pop Quizzes.  The “lion's share” of the grade in 

this category comes from attitude.  Attitude is not just being “happy” 

while you're here, it is being a contributing member of the class with 

discussion points, good questions, etiquette, attentiveness to details and 

other pertinent class-related actions. 

2. Presentations – You will be required to make a presentation on a topic 

relative to our subject matter.  Following the input from the information 

sheets, topics will be assigned accordingly. 
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3. Mid-Term – The first of two exams, this is planned to be an oral exam.  

4.  Final – The last exam, format yet to be determined (may be oral or take-

home), depends on discussion in class. 

Class Attendance Policy 

Due to the nature of these classes (meeting only once a week), missing one day of 
class is equivalent to three misses of standard class attendance.  Therefore, 
absence of more than one day of class, unexcused, will result in the lowering 
of your grade for the course; each hour of absence after the one day will 
lower your grade by ½ of a letter-grade, i.e., an A- becomes a B+, a B- 
becomes a C+, and so on.  Repeated tardiness will also have the same causal 
effect on your final grade, i.e., reporting to class more than three times tardy 
will lower your grade by the same factor as after an unexcused absence. 

Main texts:  (** = required) 

**Pomazansky, Protopresbyter Michael. Orthodox Dogmatic Theology. Trans. 

Hieromonk Seraphim Rose, Platina, CA: St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, 2005. 

**Kellv. J.N.D. Early Christian Doctrines. Harper and Row. 1978. (chaps: 1.4.5.9.10) 

Secondarv texts:  All secondary texts should be available in the St. Patriarch Tikhon 

Library. 

 

Lecture topics and required readings 

Week l: 

L1 - introduction to course  

Week 2 

L2 - theology as a way of life  

Pomazansky Introduction – pp. 22-44 

Kelly – Background pp. 3-28 

 [Karrniris. Ioannis. "Contemporary Orthodox Theology and Its Task" SVTQ 

vol. 13. nos. 1-2. 1969 (pp. l 1-32)] 

L3 - the scope of dogmatic theology-  

[Staniloae. The Experience of God, pp. 79-94] 

[Meyendorff; "Orthodox Theology Today" SVTQ vol. 13, nos. 1-2-
1969 (pp.77-92)] 

Week 3: 

L4 - Christian knowledge of God: Truth and Revelation  

Kelly – Tradition and Scripture pp. 29-51 

Pomazansky – Our knowledge of God pp. 47-72 

[Florovsky. Creation and Redemption; pp. 21-40]  
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[Staniloae, Theology and the Church, pp. 155-180]  

L5 - Christian knowledge of God: faith and knowledge 

[Archimandrite Sophrony,St. Silouan of Mt. Athos, pp. 184-192; 353-

360]  

[Staniloae. The Experience of God, pp. 95-124] 

[Lossky; Ortho. Theology: An Intro., pp. 13-25] 

L6 - the character of Orthodox theology: the contribution of Greek philosophy  

[St. Gregory Palamas. The Triads, pp. 25-30] 

[Meyendorff Catholicitv and the Church, pp. 31-47] 

Week 4. 

L7 - the character of Orthodox theology: the contribution of Greek philosophy  

Pomazansky – Philosophy and Theology pp. 362-372 

L8 - the character of Orthodox theology: motives and limits 

[Staniloae. Theology and the Church. pp. 213-226]  

[Meyendorff, Bvzantine Theology. pp. 1-15] 

L9 - the character of Orthodox theology: the biblical basis and Judaism  

Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines, pp.3-11 

[J.Pelikan. The Christian Tradition vol. I. pp. 11-27] 

Week 5: 

L10 - the sources of doctrine: Holy Scripture and Tradition  

Kelly – The Holy Scriptures pp. 52-79 

[Florovsky. Bible. Church and Tradition; pp. 17-36]  

[Staniloae. The Experience of God, pp. 37-51] 

L11 - the sources of doctrine: Holy Tradition  

[Florovsky. Bible. Church and Tradition; pp. 73-92]  

[Scouteris, Constantine. "Paradosis: the Orthodox understanding of 

Tradition" Sobornost vol.4. no. 1. 1982 (pp.30-37)] 

LI2 - the nature of Orthodox theology: the apophatic way  

[St. Gregory Palamas, The Triads, pp. .31-40] 

 [Lossky. The Myst. Theo. of the E. Church, pp.23-43]  

Week 6: 

L13 - introduction to the doctrine of God - the essence and energies of God 

 Pomazansky – The Dogma of the Holy Trinity pp. 73-102 

http://vol.4.no.1.1982/
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Kelly – The Divine Triad pp. 83-108 

[St. Gregory Palamas. The Triads, pp. 93-111]  

[Lossky, The Mvst. Theo. of the E. Church. pp. 67-90] 

[Lossky. Ortho. Theology: An Intro., pp. 27-49]  

[Meyendorff, Byzantine Theology, pp. 180-190]  

L14 - God as personal: hypostasis 

[Archimandrite Sophrony, We Shall See Him As He Is. pp. 190-220]  

[Zizioulas- Being as Communion; pp. 27-49] 

L 15 - Review 

Week 7: 

L16- L17-EXAM  

L18 -  

Week 8: 

L19 - the Holy Trinity in Scripture 

[Florovsky, Byz. Fathers of 5th, pp. 18-28]  

[Pomazansky; Orthodox Dogmatic Theology, pp.58-78]  

L20 - intro. to ancient heretical teachings 

Kelly- Early Christian Doctrines, pp. I15-123 

 [Florovsky, Bvz. Fathers of 5th, pp. 92-101] 

 [Bobrinskoy, The Mystery of the Ho1y Trinity, pp. 197-204]  

L21 - ancient heretical teachings 

Week 9: 

L22 - intro. to the Holy Trinity in the writings of the Apostolic Fathers and 
Apologists  

Kelly. Early Christian Doctrines, pp. 95-104 

 [Florovsky. Byz. Fathers of 5th. pp. 41-70. 86-91]  

L23 - intro. to the Holy Trinity in the writings of Irenaeus and Tertullian 

 Kelly. Early Christian Doctrines; pp. 104-115  

 [Florovsky. Byz. Fathers of 5th- pp. 71-79- 102-113] 

 [Bobrinskoy, The Mystery of the Holy Trinity, pp. 204-211)  

L24 - the Holy Trinity in the writings of Irenaeus and Tertullian 
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Week 10: 

L25 - intro. to the triadology of Origen  

Kelly. Early Christian Doctrines, pp. 12b-137 

 [Florovsky. Byz. Fathers of 5th, pp. 118-126]  

L26 - the triadology of Origen 

L27 - intro. to the teaching of Arius 

Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines, pp. 223-23 

 [Florovsky; Byz. Fathers of 5th, pp. 126-136] 

Week 11: 

L28 - L30 - the teaching of Arius, intro. to the Council of Nicea 

Kelly. Early Christian Doctrines, pp. 231-247 

 [Florovsky, Bvz. Fathers of 5th, pp. 137-155]  

Week 12: 11/29 - NO CLASS - Thanksgiving Vacation 

Week 13: 

L31 - the Council of Nicea 

L32 - intro. to St. Athanasius & post-Nicene triadology  

Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines, pp. 247-258 

 [Florovsky, Bvz. Fathers of 5th, pp. 156-166]  

L33 - intro. to the triadology of the Cappadocian Fathers  

Kelly; Early Christian Doctrines; pp. 258-269  

 [Florovsky, Byz. Fathers of 5th, pp. 166-181] 

 [Pelikan. The Christian Tradition vol. I, pp. 211-225] 

Additional Material: 

L34 - the triadology of the Cappadocian Fathers 

L35 - intro. to the triadology of Augustine 

Kelly. Early Christian Doctrines; pp. 269-279  

[Augustine: Later Works, ed. John Burnaby, pp. 17- 36] 

L37 - the triadology of Augustine: an Orthodox perspective, the triadology of 
Augustine: an Orthodox perspective, REVIEW 

Week 14:   Final Examinations to be arranged during the week of December 13 

 

Florovsky, George. Byzantine Fathers of the 5th Century. Buchervert..., 1987. 

(chaps: 2, 4-11)  

“ Bible. Church & Tradition. Buchervertriebsanstalt. 1987. (chaps: 2.5) 

http://intro.to/
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Lossky, Vladimir. Orthodox Theology: An Introduction. SVS_ 1978. (chaps: intro., 

1) 

  The Mystical Theology of the Eastern Church. SVS, 1976. (chaps: 2,3) 

Mevendorff, John. Byzantine Theology. Fordham Univ. Press, 1979. (chaps: intro., 

14) 

Staniloae, Dumitru. The Experience of God. Holy Cross, 1994. (chaps: 3,5,6) 

 Theology and the Church. SVS, 1980. (chaps: 5,7) 

[and selected articles] 

Supplementary texts: 

Archimandrite Sophrony. St. Silouan of Mt. Athos. Essex. 1991. 

Archimandrite Sophrony. We Shall See Him As He Is. Essex, 1988.  

Archimandrite Vasileios. Hymn of Entry. SVS, 1984. 

Florovsky, George. Creation and Redemption. Nordland, 1976.  

Meyendorff. John. Catholicity and the Church. SVS, 1983.  

Pelikan, Jaroslav. The Christian Tradition, vol. l. Univ. of Chicago Press, 1971.  

Pomazansky, Michael. Orthodox Dogmatic Theology. St. Herman of Alaska, 1983.  

Rusch, William. ed. The Trinitarian Controversy. Fortress. 1980. 

Zizioulas_ John. Being as Communion. SVS, 1985 . 
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Church History (6) 
 

Course Instructor: 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Survey of all aspects of Church History. Includes primary 

and secondary source readings in such key historical areas as: Dogmas, Doctrines, Canon 

Law, Spirituality, Liturgics, Art and Architecture for a full understanding of the historical 

life of the Church. 

 

OBJECTIVES:   

1. To Inquire into the stages of history and obtain knowledge and understanding 

of their significance in the life of the Church. 

2. To broaden our knowledge of history  

3. To investigate historical events and comprehend their meaning. 

4. To understand the proper place of History within an Orthodox Christian 

framework. 

 

OUTCOMES:   

1. The student will learn to identify historical events and their impact on the 

Church and the culture within the community. 

2. To find ways to apply the lessons of history for the benefit of life in the 

Church and of the culture and society in which we live. 

3. The student will learn to recognize the difference between the actual events 

vs. interpretive history as recorded by some writers of Christian Church 

History. 

4. The student will learn how to recognize when scholarship becomes selective, 

to pursue history to support their argument, or find favor where none exists. 

5. To appreciate the struggles, controversies, martyrdoms and victories of the 

Church throughout its history. 

6. To achieve a level of competency in historical literacy so as to better articulate 

and explain to others the meaning of the various events in the history of the 

Church. 

 

EXAMINATIONS:  There will be a Mid-Term Exam and a Final Exam.  The will be 

given in accordance with the dates and times selected by St. Tikhon’s Seminary. 

 

GRADING:  Standard collegiate grading practices will be used in determining a 

student’s grade for the course, in compliance with the guidelines of St. Tikhon’s 

Seminary.  Final grades will be based on thee areas of judgment:  Class Participation, 

Mid-Term Exam, and Final Exam.  

 

READINGS:  Two books are required for this course, but others are recommended for 

the serious student of history.  (The more stars, the better for the course).  In addition, 

there will be hand outs of various historical events.  These handouts will be given out on 

the preceding Saturday for discussion on the following Saturday’s class. 
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REQUIRED:   

***Chadwick, Henry. The Early Church, Vol. 1 (The Penguin History of the 

Church). Penguin, New York: Penguin, 1990. 

 

***Eusebius.  Trans. G. A. Williamson.  The History of the Church from Christ to 

Constantine.  New York: Penguin, 1989.   

 

RECCOMENDED:  

*Bettenson, Henry, ed.  Documents of the Christian Church.  New York: Oxford, 

1967. 

 **The Early Christian Fathers.  New York:  Oxford, 1969. 

-Kesich, Veselin.  Formation and Struggles: the Church, A.D. 33-450.  

Crestwood, NY:  St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2007. 

**Schmemann, Protopresbyter Alexander.  Lydia Kesich, trans. The Historical 

Road of Eastern Orthodoxy.  New York : Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 

c1963. 

**Sparks, Jack, ed.  The Apostolic Fathers. Minneapolis, MN:  Light & Life 

Publishers, 1978. 

 

Class Schedule:           NOTE: DATES WILL NEED TO BE CHANGED 

 

DATE READING  

1. Saturday, JAN.  17 Eusebius Chapter 1 

2.  continue, Chadwick Chapter 1 

3. Saturday, JAN.  24 Eusebius Chapter 2 

4.  continue Chadwick Chapter 2 

5. Saturday, JAN.  31 Eusebius Chapter 3 

6.  continue Chadwick Chapter 3 

7. Saturday, FEB. 7.   Eusebius Chapter 4 

8.  continue Chadwick Chapter 4 & 5 

9. Saturday, FEB.  14 Eusebius Chapter 5 

10.  continue Chadwick Chapter 6  

11. Saturday, FEB.  21 Eusebius Chapter 6 

12.  continue Chadwick Chapter 7 

13. Saturday, FEB.  28 Eusebius Chapter 7 

14.  continue Chadwick Chapter 8 & 9 

15. Saturday, MAR.  14 Eusebius Chapter 8 

16.  continue Chadwick Chapter 10 & 11 

17. Saturday, MAR.  21 Eusebius Chapter 9 

18.  continue Chadwick Chapter 12 

19. Saturday, MAR.  28 Eusebius Chapter  10 
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20.  continue  Chadwick Chapter 13 

21. Saturday, APR. 4 Chadwick Chapter 14 

22.  continue  

23. Saturday, APR. 25 Chadwick Chapter 15 & 16 

24.  continue   

25. Saturday, MAY 2 Chadwick Chapter 17 

26.  continue  

27. Saturday, MAY 9 Chadwick Chapter 18 

28.  continue  
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Typikon & Church Order (7) 
 
Course Description: 
 
A study of the worship of the Orthodox Church, its structure and 
celebration. 
 
Required Readings: 
 
A Manual of the Orthodox Church’s Divine Services, Archpriest D. Sokolof 
A Field Guide to Orthodox Church Services, Deacon Serge Arlievsky 
 
Grade Evaluation:  
The final letter grade in this course will be determined by: 
Attendance at both Divine Liturgy & class, and participation in the class 
discussions. (50%) 
Mid-term Exam (25%) 
Final examination at the end of the course (25%) 
 
Class Assignments: NOTE: DATES WILL NEED TO BE CHANGED 
 
Week 1 – Sept. 12: Liturgical Practicum  
Week 2 – Sept. 19: Introduction to the Typikon & Church Temple Layout 
Week 3 – Sept. 26: Clerical Orders & the Cycles of Church 
Week 4 – Oct. 3: Vespers 
Week 5 – Oct. 10: Matins & Hours 
Week 6 – Oct. 17: Mid Term Exam & Proskomedia 
Week 7 – Oct. 24: Divine Liturgy (Double Class) 
Week 8 – Oct. 31: TBA (Practicum or the Presanctified Liturgy) 
Week 9 – Nov. 7: TBA (Practicum or the Presanctified Liturgy) 
Week 10 – Nov. 14: Holy Week 
Week 11 – Nov. 21: Pascha 
Week 12 – Nov. 28: No Class - Thanksgiving Break 
Week 13 – Dec. 5: No Class 
Week 14 – Dec. 12: Hierarchical Services 
Week 15 – Dec. 19: Final Exam 
 
These topics of discussion are not written in stone and may move depending on 
the progress of the previous week. It is expected that the student will read the 
chapter pertaining to that week’s topic and be prepared for discussion based on 
that reading. Most of the exam material will be based on lecture notes, so while 
attendance is mandatory, it also is beneficial to participate as much as possible. 
 

Any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact Fr. ___________ 

 
 


