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The newly established and appointed twelve-member Council of Presbyters [CP] of the Diocese of New York 

and New Jersey gathered for their first meeting with His Grace, Bishop +Michael, on 8 July 2010 at the 

Diocesan Center, Bronxville NY.   CP members present were: 

 

Archpriest Joseph Lickwar  (Diocesan Chancellor) 

Archpriest Alexey Karlgut  (Dean, NYS Deanery) 

Archpriest Samuel Kedala  (Dean, NJ Deanery) 

Archpriest Wiaczeslaw Krawczuk  (Dean, NYC Deanery) 

Archpriest Ken James Stavrevsky  (NYS Deanery) 

Igumen Christopher Calin  (NYC Deanery) 

Archpriest Jonathan Ivanoff  (NYC Deanery) 

Archpriest Gary Breton  (NJ Deanery) 

Priest Steven Evanina  (NJ Deanery) 

Archpriest John Nehrebecki  (Retired) 

Archpriest Sergius Kuharsky  (Retired) 

 

 Absent: Archpriest Igor Burdikoff  (NYS Deanery) 

 

The meeting began at 11:00 a.m. with the singing of “O Heavenly King ...” and the archpastoral blessing of 

Bishop +Michael.  His Grace thanked the members of the CP for their willingness to serve in this capacity for 

the diocese as his priestly assembly to assist him through advice and consultation on a wide variety of ecclesial 

matters.  The tone, he said, will be “open, honest, and respectful.” 

 

Topics and proposals specifically open for discussed and comment were: 

 The Spiritual Court of the Diocese of New York and New Jersey 

 A Diocesan Deaconate Program  

 Special Diocesan Plan for Distinguished Donor Support 

 “Concerning Marriage” -- Archpastoral Guidelines 

 Annual Diocesan Clergy Retreat 

 Annual Gathering for Matushki 

 Annual Deanery-Wide Parish Council Conferences 

 Annual Deanery-Wide Church School Teacher Training 

 Annual Altar Servers’ Retreat 

 Annual Family Life Conference 

 

It was acknowledged that while some things are best accomplished at the diocesan level, many initiatives and 

programs are best conducted at the deanery level. The convening of a Clergy Conference was seen as the most 

urgent priority.  Other items identified as priorities were: (1) Family Life Conference, (2) Altar Servers’ Retreat, 

and (3) Parish Council Conference.  
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Recognizing the tragic and painful disruption of trust and authority among and between the clergy and laity of 

the diocese resulting from the recent “crisis” throughout the Orthodox Church in America, “a reorientation of 

priests toward unity in their priestly calling with a restoration of both spiritual integrity and authority” was 

affirmed as a necessary central focus for all future planning. 

 

A Clergy Conference, for all priests of the diocese, was proposed and scheduled: 

31 August -- 1 September 2010 (Tuesday-Wednesday) 

Assumption of the Holy Virgin Church 

Clifton NJ 

Details will be sent to all clergy by both US Mail and electronic communication soon.  Preliminary scheduling 

(subject to change) includes: 

    Vespers, dinner, and discussion on Tuesday evening beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

    and a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with brunch and guided discussions (to include 

    the OCA Strategic Plan draft document) on Wednesday beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

 

The following dates and locations were selected for Deanery “Open Forums” to discuss, with His Grace 

and our OCA Strategic Plan Committee representative present, the Strategic Plan draft document recently 

released.  It must be noted that these “Open Forums” are intended for the active participation of clergy and laity.  
      

     New York State Deanery 

     21 October 2010 at Cohoes NY 

     1:00 p.m. Clergy Meeting; 7:00 p.m. OPEN FORUM 
 

     New Jersey Deanery 

     14 September 2010 (location & time TBD) 
      

     New York City Deanery 

     11 October 2010 at Woodside NY (time TBD) 

     

In a spirit of brotherly love and collegiality, the CP continued discussions on the good-estate of the diocese, the 

OCA Strategic Plan draft document, and various pastoral concerns, through the conclusion of the formal 

meeting and throughout a late lunch, rounding out nearly five hours of collaboration around their Archpastor, 

Bishop +Michael.  After the singing of “It is truly meet...” the gathering ended and several long journeys home 

commenced. 

 

The next meeting of the CP will be 11:00 a.m. on 25 October 2010 at the Diocesan Center.     
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