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“Church Vitality Workshop” 

Theme of 2014 Diocesan Parish Council Conferences 
 

This year, the Annual Parish Council Conferences -- offered in each of our three Deaneries -- will 

consist of the “Church Vitality Workshop” led by Archpriest John Reeves. The conferences will each 

begin at 9:30 a.m. and conclude at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, June 14, 2014 

Saint Peter and Paul Church (NY State Deanery) 

210 Hill Street 

Endicott NY 

 

Saturday, June 21, 2014 

Saint Nicholas Church (NY City Deanery) 

14-65 Clintonville Street 

Whitestone NY 

 

Saturday, June 28, 2014 

Saints Peter and Paul Church (NJ Deanery) 

76 Whitehead Avenue 

South River NJ 

 

Lunch is provided and each event is free of charge. 

 

To appreciate the necessity and value of this workshop for your parish, ask yourself this question: 

Have you had a medical check-up in a while? 

 

If your health is important to you, you are proactive in managing it. People who take their physical 

health seriously schedule annual check-ups. They probably exercise, watch what they eat, and take 

whatever medicines the doctor prescribes. Good health is a value for them. 

 

Not going to the doctor, on the other hand, is not a prescription for good health. There is less likelihood 

to discover an ailment in its early and more correctable stages. Good health habits are harder to 

establish if they have been routinely avoided for years. 

 

Parishes are much like people.  Some parishes value good church health.  Some don’t. Some have very 

good “church health habits,” but other parishes may have developed habits, routines, customs, even 

“traditions” over the years which are slowly, but surely, sapping their vitality. 
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One thing is sure: if we were to do nothing to facilitate the growth and thriving of our churches, and yet 

expect them somehow to thrive and grow, then we would be bordering on Einstein’s definition of 

insanity: “Doing the same thing over and over again, hoping to achieve different results.” 

 

The Church Vitality Workshop is a time for parishes in the Diocese of New York and New Jersey to 

take their vital signs, to have a church-health checkup, to begin to develop habits for living the Gospel 

more effectively in their local communities. Sick and even dying churches can be brought back to life 

if the pastor and the people are willing to adopt new attitudes and new habits. And, those parishes 

already enjoying health and vitality can benefit from new perspectives on how their ministry to God’s 

people can be even further expanded. 

 

I cordially invite all parish clergy, Parish Council members, and interested parish members, to 

participate in this Workshop, which is provided free of charge as an investment in the health of our 

Diocesan family. Thank you for your cooperation; and may God grant you a restful and spiritually 

fruitful summer season. 

 

With my prayers, my blessings, and my love, 

 

+ M I C H A E L 
Bishop of New York and the 

Diocese of New York and New Jersey 
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