
 
 

VK Studios and Diana Bagrationi Foundation present  

 

A Benefit Concert on the occasion of the 175th Anniversary of the birth of 

 

great Russian composer Pyotr Tchaikovsky 
 

We invite you to enjoy a virtuoso performance of Pyotr Tchaikovsky’s music 

by awarded pianists Alexander Beridze, Mai Kagaya, Inna Leytush and celebrated 

Soprano Monique McDonald 
 

on Friday, March 27th, 2015, at 6 p.m. 

 

at the Consulate General of the Russian Federation in New York 

 

9 East 91st Street, New York, NY 10128 

 

The money raised will be sent to support  

Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, the United States, and  

 

Downside Up, a Russian non-profit organization, which provides support and advice 

for families raising children with Down syndrome.  
 

Each ticket costs $100 and is tax-deductible (it covers the Concert and the following Reception, 

a compliment of the Consulate General of the Russian Federation in New York). 

 

To buy tickets or make a donation go to  

goo.gl/VOoQ3c 

or call 646-812-0147 
 

For more information, please, visit 

www.dianabagrationifoundation.com 

 

  

http://goo.gl/VOoQ3c


Performers  

 

 

 

Alexander Beridze, Piano  Mai Kagaya, Piano 

Hailed by American Record Guide as an “exceptional artist,” 

Georgia-born pianist Alexander Beridze thrills audiences and 

critics alike with his dazzling precision and range, as well as his 

insightful eloquence and sensitivity. Gold Medalist of the 

2009 World Piano Competition, Beridze made his New York 

recital debut at Alice Tully Hall in 2011 where critics called his 

performance “brilliant, superb and simply electrifying” and “a 

splendid one that passed by almost too quickly.” In addition 

to his Alice Tully recital, he has concertized at Carnegie Hall’s 

Weill Recital Hall, Merkin Hall, Steinway Hall, the Russian 

Consulate, and Harris Hall in Aspen. A passionate teacher, 

Beridze is on the faculty of the Center of Musical Excellence in 

New York City and has served as Artist in Residence at Rice 

University’s Shepherd School of Music. In 2009, he founded 

the New York Piano Festival, where he serves as Artistic 

Director, organizing an international concert and master class 

series and providing concert opportunities to young students 

to perform in venues throughout New York City. 

Dedicated to raising funds for cancer research, he has 

produced and performed numerous charity concerts. 

For more information, please visit 

www.alexanderberidze.com. 

 As a chamber musician and solo performer, Mai Kagaya 

has appeared before audiences of Stern auditorium, 

Zankel Hall and Weill Recital Hall of Carnegie Hall, and 

Steinway Hall, and also the Kaufman Center. In addition 

to these personal engagements, Ms. Kagaya performs 

concerts as a member of the New York Piano Duo, and 

performs frequently with Alexander Beridze in Aspen, CO, 

Palm Beach, FL, and NYC. 

In her native Japan, Ms. Kagaya had already established 

herself as a virtuoso performer with a sensitive touch and 

sophisticated artistry while still a teenager. In 2003, she 

won the Dorothy MacKenzie Award at the International 

Keyboard Institute & Festival.  

In 2004, Ms. Kagaya was selected to perform at the 

prestigious Hamarikyu-Asahi Hall in Tokyo. In 2006 she 

appeared as a soloist with the Kyushu Symphony 

Orchestra in Fukuoka City. Her performances were 

critically acclaimed and she was invited to study in the 

United States. In 2008, she performed with the Mannes 

Community Orchestra and Doctors Orchestra presented 

by the Mannes Extension Division as a winner of the 

Concerto Competition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monique McDonald, Soprano  Inna Leytush, Piano 

American Soprano Monique McDonald’s dynamic stage 

presence and stunning vocal gifts are establishing her as one 

of the most beloved sopranos of our time. Her powerful and 

 Inna Leytush, Music Director has a Bachelor’s Degree in 

music from a college affiliated with the State Moscow 

Conservatory, and a Master’s Degree from the Gorky 



moving performances have captivated audiences and critics 

alike, drawing praise from The New York Times, The LA Times, 

and Opera News among others. She is becoming known as 

one of the prominent Verdian Sopranos of her generation. 

Ms. McDonald can be heard as the soprano soloist in the 

Grammy-nominated recording of Ned Rorem’s Evidence of 

Things Not Seen, recorded live at the Library of Congress in 

Washington, D.C. and in the role of Serena in DECCA’s 

Grammy-nominated recording of Porgy & Bess. On the 

concert platform, McDonald has appeared as soloist at 

Carnegie Hall, The Kennedy Center, Library of Congress, New 

York Festival of Song, The Marilyn Horne Foundation, 

Caramoor Music Festival, Spoleto Festival USA, Santander and 

Verrano en La Villa Festivals-Spain, Italian Embassy in Paris, 

and command solo performances for the Prince of Monaco 

and the King of Belgium. Ms. McDonald has sung in opera 

houses all over the world including Belgium, Denmark, 

France, Germany, Italy, Spain, the Netherlands and Japan. She 

now resides in NYC and in addition to performance, is sharing 

her talents with the next generation of young artists through 

private sessions and master classes in leading conservatories 

throughout the world and NYC public schools. 

State Conservatory. She has participated in the 39th 

Concurs International de Chant de Toulouse, France, the 

10th International Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow, 

and the American Landmark Festivals. 

Ms. Leytush worked as a director for Opera at Noon at 

Trinity Church for the concert version of Tchaikovsky’s 

Eugene Onegin. She was the music director for a concert 

of Russian music at Carnegie’s Weill Recital Hall and the 

music director of RACH-C. She is the founder and music 

director of Allegro Singers and Alion Baltic International 

Music Fest. A welcomed piano player for lessons and 

Master Classes of such MET legends as Lucia Albanese, 

Anna Moffo, Lucin Amara, Renata Scotto to name a few. 

Ms. Leytush teaches music disciplines as Beginning Voice 

and Music Appreciation for kids and adults in CUNI 

Hostos, La Guardia Community and Mercy Colleges. Ms. 

Leytush has been serving as an organist at the Church of 

the Virgin Mary since 1998. Inna Leytush is an 

accomplished pianist, teacher, and a performer who 

enjoys sharing the gift of music with others. 

 

 

Organizers 

 

 

 

Diana Bagrationi Foundation  VK-Studios, Inc. 

Diana Bagrationi Foundation is a not-for-profit charitable 

organization established for the purpose of providing 

humanitarian assistance to those in need, particularly 

children and elderly individuals with life-threatening illnesses 

or other life crises. All proceeds from events organized by the 

Foundation go to the hospitals, providing treatment for 

pediatric cancer patients in US and abroad, as well as 

community educational and cultural initiatives to support 

extraordinary gifted children and their families.  

www.dianabagrationifoundation.com 

 VK-Studios - an entertainment corporation, a producer of 

various events, including movie festivals, concerts, art 

exhibition and etc. The mission of VK-Studios is to 

promote talented artists, musicians, actors, and other 

performers in the US. The company facilitates cross-

cultural ties through performing arts not only in USA but 

also in Europe and Asia. 

For additional info please visit www. vk-studios.com 

 

 

  

http://www.dianabagrationifoundation.com/


 Diana Bagrationi  

Diana Bagrationi, curator of today’s concert and founder of Diana Bagrationi Foundation is an Honorable Artist of the Republic of 

Georgia. Opera singer, Graduate of the Tbilisi State Conservatory with Ph.D. Degrees in Piano Performances and Vocals. Since 

1990, Mrs. Bagrationi has coached selected students among the world, who later became prize winners of the International 

Competitions, among them “New Wave” in Yurmala, Latvia. Mrs. Bagrationi is a curator of the many re-known musical events of 

the United States and abroad, she is a member of the Honorary Board of the New York Piano Festival. Together with her partner 

and husband, Valery Kourtey, Diana Bagrationi dedicated her life to helping children, giving hope to families that are desperately 

seeking help and cure for their kids.  

  

 Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
 

MSKCC is the world’s oldest and largest cancer center. As one of the nation’s premier cancer centers, MSKCC is one of only 

41institutions in the US that have been designated as Comprehensive Cancer Center by National Cancer Institute. At Memorial 

Sloan Kettering Cancer Center children, adolescents and young adults receive the latest cancer therapies, many of which may 

not available elsewhere. 

 Downside Up Charitable Fund 

In Russia, about 2500 children with Down syndrome are born each year. There are not enough of early intervention and 

educational services for them available. Families at large depend on direct or distant support of Downside Up Charitable Fund 

(www.downsideup.ru). Downside Up is the first and largest organization in Russia that focuses on Down syndrome and has 

extensive practical experience with such children and their families since 1997. It is the only organization publishing books, 

manuals, journals on Down syndrome in Russia and in Russian language. Downside Up's early intervention programs include 

home visits to babies up to a year, family consultations with psychologists, lessons with speech therapists, online forum for 

families and other services provided for free. Currently there are about 4500 families receiving support of Downside Up from all 

over the country. Children engaged in Downside Up's developing programs are able to enter kindergartens and schools, get 

involved in sports and music. They are able to be happy and make happy their families! 

 

http://www.downsideup.ru/

