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2015 Diocesan Altar Servers Retreat 

 

The 5th Annual Diocesan Altar Servers Retreat was 

held at Saint Basil Academy in Garrison NY from 

Friday, 6 February to Sunday, 8 February 2015. Over 

fifty participants were present for all or part of the 

weekend. Altar servers and clergy came from each of 

the three deaneries (New Jersey, New York City, 

New York State) as well as from the Carpatho-

Russian Diocese. 
 

His Grace, Bishop Michael, together with six priests, 

a deacon, a sub-deacon, and a tonsured reader led the 

retreat. The weekend was blessed with young men and boys who came to learn about the vestments 

worn by a Bishop while enhancing their skills as servers at the Lord's altar and learning about the 

history and theology of the Divine Liturgy. They are now prepared to better assist during the divine 

services in their home parishes. 
 

Divine Liturgy was celebrated on Saturday and Sunday mornings, with evening prayers on Friday 

evening and Vespers on Saturday evening. All altar servers had the opportunity to actively participate 

by singing in the choir, reading, and serving in the altar. The choir and readers were under the direction 

of Luis Camacho (Choir Director, Holy Assumption Orthodox Church, Clifton NJ) who attended for the entire 

weekend to lead singing and reading while providing instruction on the order of the Divine Liturgy. 
 

The weekend was filled with fun, fellowship, education, and prayer. As they arrived at Saint Basil 

Academy, participants were treated to a pizza dinner and free-time on the basketball court. Besides 

playing basketball and swimming in the pool, they also had the opportunity to watch movies or play 

board games. 
 

This year’s theme was “The History and Theology of the Divine Liturgy.” A session was led by Dr. 

Paul Witek (Lecturer of Pastoral Practice & Praxis and Assistant to the Dean, Saint Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological 

Seminary). Paul is well-known throughout the diocese for his knowledge of historical and theological 

aspects of divine services. He discussed and reviewed the meaning and the importance of the Divine 

Liturgy by evaluating and explaining its history, meaning, and theological understanding. Some 

participants were so inspired they remarked they may someday attend seminary to further their 

education and future service in the church. 
 

Another highlight was the traditional Saturday night session: “Orthodox Jeopardy” with game-host 

Bishop Michael. The participants were divided into two groups and asked questions based on what they 
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learned during the instructional sessions. The game was close! Both teams answered all of the 

questions correctly. 
 

The weekend ended with His Grace sharing his prayer that, as the altar servers grow in their love for 

Christ, they would grow in service to the Church: becoming readers, sub-deacons, deacons, priests, 

church school teachers, and parish council members. 
 

“We express our sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation to His Grace,  Bishop Michael, for his 

blessing, leadership, guidance, and support for this retreat,” said Father Jason Vansuch (Retreat 

Coordinator). “Thank-you, dear Vladyko! We express our sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation 

to Father Anthony and the staff of Saint Basil Academy for allowing us to use their facility and for their 

help, assistance, hard work, and for all they did to make our retreat a success.  We also express our 

sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation to the clergy and adult chaperones who came for the 

weekend to assist with the retreat; to Dr. Paul Witek, Luis Camacho, and Sub-Deacon Mark Federoff 

who led sessions. This event could not have happened if it wasn’t for the parish priests and their 

support of this event, the parents who made arrangements for their children to participate, those who 

worked on the committee and all they did to make it a success; and especially, if it wasn’t for the 

enthusiastic altar servers who brought their joy and excitement with them. Truly, the weekend was a 

bright light in the life of our diocese where ‘the future of our church’ was seen and heard enjoying 

fellowship with one another and with their bishop. Glory to God for all things!” 
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