Bless the Lord, Ananiah, Azariah. and
Mishael

Bless the Lord, apostles, prophets and mar-
tyrs of the Lord.

We bless the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen.

We praise, bless and worship the Lord, sing-
ing and exalting Him throughout the ages.
Praise the Lord, sing and exalt him through-
out all the ages.

Choir: Praise the Lord, sing and exalt Him
throughout all the ages.
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Lord, all winds.

Bless the Lord, fire and heat,

Bless the Lord, winter cold and summer
heat.

Bless the Lord, dews and snows. Bless the
Lord, nights and days.

Bless the Lord, light and darkness. Bless the
Lord, ice and cold.

Bless the Lord, frosts and snows.

Bless the Lord, lightning and clouds. Let the
earth bless the Lord.

Bless the Lord, mountains and hills.

Bless the Lord, all things that grow on the
earth.

Bless the Lord, you springs.

Bless the Lord, seas and rivers.

Bless the Lord, you whales and all creatures
that move in the waters.

Bless the Lord, all birds of the air.

Bless the Lord, all beasts and cattle.

Bless the Lord, you sons of men.

Bless the Lord, O Israel.

Bless the Lord, you priests of the Lord
Bless the Lord, you servants of the Lord.
Bless the Lord, spirits and souls of the right-
eous.

Bless the Lord, you who are holy and hum-
ble in heart.



midst of the furnace like a moist whistling
wind, so that the fire did not touch them at all
or hurt or trouble them. Then the three, as
with one mouth, praised and glorified and
blessed God in the furnace, saying: "Blessed
art Thou, O Lord, God of our fathers, and to
be praised and highly exalted for ever; And
blessed is Thy glorious, holy name, and to
be highly praised and highly exalted for ever;
Blessed art Thou in the temple of Thy holy
glory, and to be extolled and highly glorified
for ever. Blessed art Thou, who sit test upon
cherubim and lookest upon the deeps, and
to be praised and highly exalted forever.
Blessed art Thou upon the throne of Thy
kingdom, and to be extolled and highly exalt-
ed forever. Blessed art Thou in the firma-
ment of heaven, and to be sung and glorified
forever.”

Choir: Praise the Lord, sing and exalt Him
throughout all the ages.

Bless the Lord, all works of the Lord. Bless
the Lord, you heavens,

Bless the Lord, you angels of the Lord.
Bless the Lord, all waters above the heaven.
Bless the Lord, all Powers.

Bless the Lord, sun and moon.

Bless the Lord, stars of heaven.

Bless the Lord, all rain and dew. Bless the

The First Reading

Priest: Wisdom
Reader: The reading is from Genesis (1:1-13)

Priest: Let us attend

In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth. The earth was without form
and void, and darkness was upon the face
of the deep; and the Spirit of God was mov-
ing over the face of the waters. And God
said, "Let there be light"; and there was
light. And God saw that the light was good,;
and God separated the light from the dark-
ness. God called the light Day, and the dark-
ness he called Night. And there was evening
and there was morning, one day. And God
said, "Let there be a firmament in the midst
of the waters, and let it separate the waters
from the waters." And God made the firma-
ment and separated the waters which were
under the firmament from the waters which
were above the firmament. And it was so.
And God called the firmament Heaven. And
there was evening and there was morning,
asecond day. And God said, "Let the waters
under the heavens be gathered together in-
to second day. And God said, "Let the



waters under the heavens be gathered to-
gether into one place, and let the dry land
appear.” And it was so. God called the dry
land Earth, and the waters that were gath-
ered together he called Seas. And God saw
that it was good. And God said, "Let the
earth put forth vegetation, plants yielding
seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is
their seed, each according to its kind, upon
the earth." And it was so. The earth
brought forth vegetation, plants yielding
seed according to their own kinds, and
trees bearing fruit in which is their seed,
each according to its kind. And God saw
that it was good. And there was evening
and there was morning, a third day.

The Second Reading

Priest: Wisdom
Reader: The reading is from Isaiah (60:1-6)

Priest: Let us attend

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and
the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
a thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord
will arise upon you, and his glory will be
seen upon you. And nations shall come to
your light, and kings to the brightness of

find mercy. "Yet with a contrite heart and a
humble spirit may we be accepted, as
though it were with burnt offerings of rams
and bulls, and with tens of thousands of fat
lambs; such may our sacrifice be in Thy
sight this day, and may we wholly follow
Thee, for there will be no shame for those
who trust in Thee. "And now with all our
heart we follow Thee, we fear Thee and
seek Thy face. "Do not put us to shame, but
deal with us in Thy forbearance and in Thy
abundant mercy. "Deliver us in accordance
with Thy marvelous works, and give glory to
Thy name, O Lord! "Let all who do harm to
Thy servants be put to shame; let them be
disgraced and deprived of all power and do-
minion, and let their strength be broken. "Let
them know that Thou art the Lord, the only
God, glorious over the whole world." Now
the king's servants who threw them in did
not cease feeding the furnace fires with
naphtha, pitch, tow, and brush. And the
flame streamed out above the furnace forty-
nine cubits, and it broke through and burned
those of the Chaldeans whom it caught
about in the furnace. But the angel of the
Lord came down into the furnace to be with
Azariah and his companions, and drove the
fiery flame out of the furnace, and made the



justice 'Thou hast brought all this upon us
because of our sins. "For we have sinfully
and lawlessly departed from Thee, and have
sinned in all things and have not obeyed Thy
commandments; we have not observe' them
or done them, as Thou hast commanded \
that it might go well with us. "So all that Thou
hast brought upon us, and all that Thou hast
done to us, Thou hast done in true judgment.
"Thou hast given us into the hands of lawl
enemies, most hateful rebels, and to an un-
just king the most wicked in all the world.
"And now we cannot open our mouths;
shame disgrace have befallen Thy servants
and worship. "For Thy name's sake do not
give us up utterly, and do not break Thy cov-
enant, and do not withdraw Thy mercy from
us, for the sake of Abraham Thy beloved and
for the sake of Isaac Thy servant and Israel
Thy holy one, to whom Thou didst promise
to make their descendants as many as the
stars of heaven and as the sand on the
shore of the sea. "For we, O Lord, have be-
come fewer than any nation, and are
brought low this day in all the world because
of our sins. "And at this time there is no
prince, or prophet, or leader, no burnt offer-
ing, or sacrifice, or oblation, or incense, no
place to make an offering before Thee or to

your rising. Lift up your eyes round about,
and see; they all gather together, they come
to you; your sons shall come from far, and
your daughters shall be carried in the arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant, your
heart shall thrill and rejoice; because the
abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you, the
young camels of Mid’ian and Ephah; all
those from Sheba shall come. They shall
bring gold and frankincense, and shall pro-
claim the praise of the Lord. Who are these
that fly like a cloud, and like doves to their
windows? For the coastlands shall wait for
me, the ships of Tarshish first, to bring your
sons from far, their silver and gold with
them, for the name of the Lord your God,
and for the Holy One of Israel, because he
has glorified you. Foreigners shall build up
your walls, and their kings shall minister to
you; for in my wrath | smote you, but in my
favor | have had mercy on you. Your gates
shall be open continually; day and night they
shall not be shut; that men may bring to you
the wealth of the nations, with their kings led
in procession. For the nation and kingdom
that will not serve you shall perish; those na-
tions shall be utterly laid waste. The glory of



Lebanon shall come to you, the cypress, the
plane, and the pine, to beautify the place of
my sanctuary; and | will make the place of
my feet glorious. The sons of those who op-
pressed you shall come bending low to you;
and all who despised you shall bow down at
your feet; they shall call you the City of the
Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
Whereas you have been forsaken and hat-
ed, with no one passing through, I will make
you majestic forever, a joy from age to age.
You shall suck the milk of nations, you shall
suck the breast of kings; and you shall know
that I, the Lord, am your Savior and your Re-
deemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.

The Third Reading

Priest: Wisdom

Reader: The reading is from Exodus (12:1-11)

Priest: Let us attend

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the
land of Egypt, "This month shall be for you
the beginning of months; it shall be the first
month of the year for you. Tell all the congre-
gation of Israel that on the tenth day of this
month they shall take every man a lamb ac-
cording to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a
household; and if the household is too

certain mighty men of his army to bind Shad-
rach, Meshach, and Abed'nego, and to cast
them into the burning fiery furnace. Then
these men were bound in their mantles, their
tunics, their hats, and their other garments,
and they were cast into the burning fiery fur-
nace. Because the king's order was strict
and the furnace very hot, the flame of the
fire slew those men who took up Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed'nego. And these three
men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'nego,
fell bound into the burning fiery furnace.
Then King Nebuchadnez'zar was astonished
and rose up in haste. He said to his counse-
lors, "Did we not cast three men bound into
the fire?" They answered the king, "True, O
king." And they walked about in the midst of
the flames, singing hymns to God and bless-
ing the Lord Azariah* stood and offered this
prayer; in the midst of the fire he opened his
mouth and said: “Blessed art Thou, O Lord,
God of our fathers, and worthy of praise; and
Thy name is glorified for ever . "For Thou art
just in all that Thou hast done to us, and all
Thy works are true and Thy ways right, and
all Thy judgments are truth. Thou hast exe-
cuted true judgments in all that Thou hast
brought upon us and upon Jerusalem, the
holy city of our fathers, for in truth and



Nebuchadnez'zar in furious rage command-
ed that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'nego
be brought. Then they brought these men
before the king. Nebuchadnez'zar said to
them, "Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed'nego, that you do not serve my gods or
worship the golden image which | have set
up? Now if you are ready when you hear the
sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp,
bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall
down and worship the image which | have
made, well and good; but if you do not wor-
ship, you shall immediately be cast into a
burning fiery furnace; and who is the god
that will deliver you out of my hands?" Shad-
rach, Meshach, and Abed'nego answered
the king, "O Nebuchadnez'zar, we have no
need to answer you in this matter. If it be so,
our God whom we serve is able to deliver us
from the burning fiery furnace; and he will
deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if
not, be it known to you, O king, that we will
not serve your gods or worship the golden
image which you have set up." Then Nebu-
chadnez'zar was full of fury, and the expres-
sion of his face was changed against Shad-
rach, Meshach, and Abed'nego. He ordered
the furnace heated seven times more than it
was wont to be heated. And he ordered

small for a lamb, then a man and his neigh-
bor next to his house shall take according to
the number of persons; according to what
each can eat you shall make your count for
the lamb. Your lamb shall be without blem-
ish, a male a year old; you shall take it from
the sheep or from the goats; and you shall
keep it until the fourteenth day of this month,
when the whole assembly of the congrega-
tion of Israel shall kill their lambs in the
evening. Then they shall take some of the
blood, and put it on the two doorposts and
the lintel of the houses in which they eat
them. They shall eat the flesh that night,
roasted; with unleavened bread and bitter
herbs they shall eat it. Do not eat any of it
raw or boiled with water, but roasted, its
head with its legs and its inner parts. And
you shall let none of it remain until the morn-
ing, anything that remains until the morning
you shall burn. In this manner you shall eat
it: your loins girded, your sandals on your
feet, and your staff in your hand; and you
shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord’s Passover.

The Fourth Reading

Priest: Wisdom



Reader: The reading is from Jonah (1:1-7,
2:1-10, 3:1-10, 4:1-11)

Priest: Let us attend

Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the
son of Amittai, saying, "Arise, go to Nineveh,
that great city, and cry against it; for their
wickedness has come up before me." But
Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the pres-
ence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa
and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he
paid the fare, and went on board, to go with
them to Tarshish, away from the presence of
the Lord. But the Lord hurled a great wind
upon the sea, and there was a mighty
tempest on the sea, so that the ship threat-
ened to break up. Then the mariners were
afraid, and each cried to his god; and they
threw the wares that were in the ship into the
sea, to lighten it for them. But Jonah had
gone down into the inner part of the ship and
had lain down, and was fast asleep. So the
captain came and said to him, "What do you
mean, you sleeper? Arise, call upon your
god! Perhaps the god will give a thought to
us, that we do not perish." And they said to
one another, "Come, let us cast lots, that we
may know on whose account this evil has

languages, that when you hear the sound of
the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe,
and every kind of music, you are to fall down
and worship the golden image that King
Nebuchadnez'zar has set up; and whoever
does not fall down and worship shall imme-
diately be cast into a burning fiery furnace."
Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard
the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon,
harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, all
the peoples, nations, and languages fell
down and worshiped the golden image
which King Nebuchadnez'zar had set up.
Therefore at that time certain Chalde'ans
came forward and maliciously accused the
Jews. They said to King Nebuchadnez'zar,
"O king, live for ever! You, O king, have
made a decree, that every man who hears
the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon,
harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, shall
fall down and worship the golden image;
and whoever does not fall down and worship
shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace.
There are certain Jews whom you have ap-
pointed over the affairs of the province of
Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'ne-
go. These men, O king, pay no heed to you;
they do not serve your gods or worship the
golden image which you have set up." Then



the greatest, says the Lord; for | will forgive
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no
more."

The Fifteenth Reading

Priest: Wisdom

Reader: The reading is from the prophecy of
Daniel (3:1-57)

Priest: Let us attend

King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of
gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its
breadth six cubits. He set it up on the plain
of Dura, in the province of Babylon. Then
King Nebuchadnez'zar sent to assemble the
satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the
counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the
magistrates, and all the officials of the prov-
inces to come to the dedication of the image
which King Nebuchadnez'zar had set up.
Then the satraps, the prefects, and the gov-
ernors, the counselors, the treasurers, the
justices, the magistrates, and all the officials
of the provinces, were assembled for the
dedication of the image that King Nebuchad-
nez'zar had set up; and they stood before
the image that Nebuchadnez'zar had set up.
And the herald proclaimed aloud, "You are
commanded, O peoples, nations, and

come upon us." So they cast lots, and the lot
fell upon Jonah. Then they said to him, "Tell
us, on whose account this evil has come up-
on us? What is your occupation? And
whence do you come? What is your coun-
try? And of what people are you?" And he
said to them, "I am a Hebrew; and | fear the
Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea
and the dry land." Then the men were ex-
ceedingly afraid, and said to him, "What is
this that you have done!" For the men knew
that he was fleeing from the presence of the
Lord, because he had told them. Then they
said to him, "What shall we do to you that
the sea may quiet down for us?" For the sea
grew more and more tempestuous. He said
to them, "Take me up and throw me into the
sea; then the sea will quiet down for you; for
| know it is because of me that this great
tempest has come upon you." Nevertheless
the men rowed hard to bring the ship back to
land, but they could not, for the sea grew
more and more tempestuous against them.
Therefore they cried to the Lord, "We be-
seech thee, O Lord, let us not perish for this
man's life, and lay not on us innocent blood,;
for thou, O Lord hast done as it pleased
thee." So they took up Jonah and threw him
into the sea; and the sea ceased from its



raging. Then the men feared the Lord ex-
ceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to the
Lord and made vows. And the Lord appoint-
ed a great fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jo-
nah was in the belly of the fish three days
and three nights. Then Jonah prayed to the
Lord his God from the belly of the fish, say-
ing, "I called to the Lord, out of my distress,
and he answered me; out of the belly of
Sheol | cried, and thou didst hear my voice.
For thou didst cast me into the deep, into the
heart of the seas, and the flood was round
about me; all thy waves and thy billows
passed over me. Then | said, ‘| am cast out
from thy presence; how shall | again look up-
on thy holy temple?' The waters closed in
over me, the deep was round about me;
weeds were wrapped about my head at the
roots of the mountains. | went down to the
land whose bars closed upon me forever;
yet thou didst bring up my life from the pit, O
Lord my God. When my soul fainted within
me, | remembered the Lord; and my prayer
came to thee, into thy holy temple. Those
who pay regard to vain idols forsake their
true loyalty. But | with the voice of thanksgiv-
ing will sacrifice to thee; what | have vowed |
will pay. Deliverance belongs to the Lord!"
And the Lord spoke to the fish, and it

which we looked not for, thou camest down,
the mountains quaked at thy presence. From
of old no one has heard or perceived by the
ear, no eye has seen a God besides thee,
who works for those who wait for him. Thou
meetest him that joyfully works righteous-
ness, those that remember thee in thy ways.

The Fourteenth Reading
Priest: Wisdom

Reader: The reading is from the prophecy of
Jeremiah (31:31-34)

Priest: Let us attend

"Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord,
when | will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah, not
like the covenant which | made with their fa-
thers when | took them by the hand to bring
them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant
which they broke, though | was their hus-
band, says the Lord. But this is the cove-
nant which | will make with the house of Isra-
el after those days, says the Lord: | will put
my law within them, and | will write it upon
their hearts; and | will be their God, and they
shall be my people. And no longer shall
each man teach his neighbor and each his
brother, saying, 'Know the Lord," for they
shall all know me, from the least of them to



an everlasting name, who led them through
the depths? Like a horse in the desert, they
did not stumble. Like cattle that go down in-
to the valley, the Spirit of the Lord gave them
rest. So thou didst lead thy people, to make
for thyself a glorious name. Look down from
heaven and see, from thy holy and glorious
habitation. Where are thy zeal and thy
might? The yearning of thy heart and thy
compassion are withheld from me. For thou
art our Father, though Abraham does not
know us and Israel does not acknowledge
us; thou, O Lord, art our Father, our Re-
deemer from of old is thy name. O Lord, why
dost thou make us err from thy ways and
harden our heart, so that we fear thee not?
Return for the sake of thy servants, the
tribes of thy heritage. Thy holy people pos-
sessed thy sanctuary a little while; our ad-
versaries have trodden it down. We have
become like those over whom thou hast nev-
er ruled, like those who are not called by thy
name. O that thou wouldst rend the heavens
and come down, that the mountains might
guake at thy presence -- as when fire kindles
brushwood and the fire causes water to boil
-- to make thy name known to thy adver-
saries, and that the nations might tremble at
thy presence! When thou didst terrible things

vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. Then
the word of the Lord came to Jonah the sec-
ond time, saying, "Arise, go to Nineveh, that
great city, and proclaim to it the message
that | tell you." So Jonah arose and went to
Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord.
Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city,
three days journey in breadth. Jonah began
to go into the city, going a day's journey. And
he cried, "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall
be overthrown!" And the people of Nineveh
believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and
put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them
to the least of them. Then tidings reached
the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his
throne, removed his robe, and covered him-
self with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he
made proclamation and published through
Nineveh, "By the decree of the king and his
nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor
flock taste anything; let them not feed or
drink water, but let man and beast be cov-
ered with sackcloth, and let them cry mightily
to God; yea, let every one turn from his evil
way and from the violence which is in his
hands. Who knows, God may yet repent
and turn from his fierce anger, so that we
perish not?" When God saw what they did,
how they turned from their evil way, God



repented of the evil which he had said he
would do to them; and he did not do it. But it
displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was
angry. And he prayed to the Lord and said, "I
pray thee, Lord, is not this what | said when |
was yet in my country? That is why | made
haste to flee to Tarshish; for | knew that thou
art a gracious God and merciful, slow to an-
ger, and abounding in steadfast love, and re-
pent of evil. Therefore now, O Lord, take my
life from me, | beseech thee, for it is better
for me to die than to live." And the Lord said,
"Do you do well to be angry?" Then Jonah
went out of the city and sat to the east of the
city, and made a booth for himself there. He
sat under it in the shade, till he should see
what would become of the city. And the Lord
God appointed a plant, and made it come up
over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his
head, to save him from his discomfort. So
Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the
plant. But when dawn came up the next day,
God appointed a worm which attacked the
plant, so that it withered. When the sun rose,
God appointed a sultry east wind, and the
sun beat upon the head of Jonah so that he
was faint; and he asked that he might die,
and said, "It is better for me to die than to
live." But God said to Jonah, "Do you do well

prayed to the Lord. Then he went up and lay
upon the child, putting his mouth upon his
mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, and his
hands upon his hands; and as he stretched
himself upon him, the flesh of the child be-
came warm. Then he got up again, and
walked once to and fro in the house, and
went up, and stretched himself upon him;
the child sneezed seven times, and the child
opened his eyes. Then he summoned Geha-
zi and said, "Call this Shunammite." So he
called her. And when she came to him, he
said, "Take up your son." She came and fell
at his feet, bowing to the ground; then she
took up her son and went out.

The Thirteeth Reading

Priest: Wisdom

Reader: The reading is from the prophecy of
|saiah (63:11-64.5)

Priest: Let us attend

Then he remembered the days of old, of Mo-
ses his servant. Where is he who brought up
out of the sea the shepherds of his flock?
Where is he who put in the midst of them his
holy Spirit, who caused his glorious arm to
go at the right hand of Moses, who divided
the waters before them to make for himself



of God at Mount Carmel. When the man of
God saw her coming, he said to Gehazi his
servant, "Look, yonder is the Shunammite;
run at once to meet her, and say to her, Is it
well with you? Is it well with your husband?
Is it well with the child?" And she answered,
"It is well." And when she came to the
mountain to the man of God, she caught
hold of his feet. And Gehazi came to thrust
her away. But the man of God said, "Let her
alone, for she is in bitter distress; and the
Lord has hidden it from me, and has not told
me." Then she said, "Did | ask my lord for a
son? Did | not say, Do not deceive me?" He
said to Gehazi, "Gird up your loins, and take
my staff in your hand, and go. If you meet
any one, do not salute him; and if any one
salutes you, do not reply; and lay my staff
upon the face of the child." Then the mother
of the child said, "As the Lord lives, and as
you yourself live, | will not leave you." So he
arose and followed her. Gehazi went on
ahead and laid the staff upon the face of the
child, but there was no sound or sign of life.
Therefore he returned to meet him, and told
him, "The child has not awaked." When Eli-
sha came into the house, he saw the child
lying dead on his bed. So he went in and
shut the door upon the two of them, and

to be angry for the plant?" And he said, "l do
well to be angry, angry enough to die." And
the Lord said, "You pity the plant, for which
you did not labor, nor did you make it grow,
which came into being in a night, and per-
ished in a night. And should not | pity Nine-
veh, that great city, in which there are more
than a hundred and twenty thousand per-
sons who do not know their right hand from
their left, and also much cattle?"

The Fifth Reading

Priest: Wisdom

Reader: The reading is from Joshua (5:10-15)
Priest: Let us attend

While the people of Israel were encamped in
Gilgal they kept the Passover on the four-
teenth day of the month at evening in the
plains of Jericho. And on the morrow after
the Passover, on that very day, they ate of
the produce of the land, unleavened cakes
and parched grain. And the manna ceased
on the morrow, when they ate of the produce
of the land; and the people of Israel had
manna no more, but ate of the fruit of the
land of Canaan that year. When Joshua
was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and



looked, and behold, a man stood before him
with his drawn sword in his hand; and Josh-
ua went to him and said to him, "Are you for
us, or for our adversaries?" And he said,
"No; but as commander of the army of the
Lord | have now come." And Joshua fell on
his face to the earth, and worshiped, and
said to him, "What does my lord bid his serv-
ant?" And the commander of the Lord’s army
said to Joshua, "Put off your shoes from
your feet; for the place where you stand is
holy." And Joshua did so.

The Sixth Reading

Priest: Wisdom

Reader: The reading is from Exodus (13:20-
15:1)

Priest: Let us attend

And they moved on from Succoth, and en-
camped at Etham, on the edge of the wilder-
ness. And the Lord went before them by day
in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the
way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give
them light, that they might travel by day and
by night; the pillar of cloud by day and the
pillar of fire by night did not depart from be-
fore the people. Then the Lord said to Mo-
ses, "Tell the people of Israel to turn back

for her?" Gehazi answered, "Well, she has
no son, and her husband is old." He said,
"Call her." And when he had called her, she
stood in the doorway. And he said, "At this
season, when the time comes round, you
shall embrace a son." And she said, "No, my
lord, O man of God; do not lie to your maid-
servant." But the woman conceived, and
she bore a son about that time the following
spring, as Elisha had said to her. When the
child had grown, he went out one day to his
father among the reapers. And he said to
his father, "Oh, my head, my head!" The fa-
ther said to his servant, "Carry him to his
mother." And when he had lifted him, and
brought him to his mother, the child sat on
her lap till noon, and then he died. And she
went up and laid him on the bed of the man
of God, and shut the door upon him, and
went out. Then she called to her husband,
and said, "Send me one of the servants and
one of the asses, that | may quickly go to the
man of God, and come back again." And he
said, "Why will you go to him today? It is nei-
ther new moon nor Sabbath." She said, "It
will be well." Then she saddled the ass, and
she said to her servant, "Urge the beast on;
do not slacken the pace for me unless | tell
you." So she set out, and came to the man



greatly rejoice in the Lord.”

The Twelfth Reading

Priest: Wisdom

Reader: The reading is from the Fourth
Book of Kings (4:8-27)

Priest: Let us attend

One day Elisha went on to Shunem, where a
wealthy woman lived, who urged him to eat
some food. So whenever he passed that
way, he would turn in there to eat food. And
she said to her husband, "Behold now, | per-
ceive that this is a holy man of God, who is
continually passing our way. Let us make a
small roof chamber with walls, and put there
for him a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp,
so that whenever he comes to us, he can
goin there." One day he came there, and he
turned into the chamber and rested there.
And he said to Gehazi his servant, "Call this
Shunammite." When he had called her, she
stood before him. And he said to him, "Say
now to her, See, you have taken all this trou-
ble for us; what is to be done for you? Would
you have a word spoken on your behalf to
the king or to the commander of the army?"
She answered, "I dwell among my own peo-
ple." And he said, "What then is to be done

and encamp in front of Pihahiroth, between
Migdol and the sea, in front of Baalzephon;
you shall encamp over against it, by the sea.
For Pharaoh will say of the people of Israel,
"They are entangled in the land; the wilder-
ness has shut them in." And | will harden
Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them
and | will get glory over Pharaoh and all his
host; and the Egyptians shall know that | am
the Lord." And they did so. When the king of
Egypt was told that the people had fled, the
mind of Pharaoh and his servants was
changed toward the people, and they said,
"What is this we have done, that we have let
Israel go from serving us?" So he made
ready his chariot and took his army with him,
and took six hundred picked chariots and all
the other chariots of Egypt with officers over
all of them. And the Lord hardened the heart
of Pharaoh king of Egypt and he pursued the
people of Israel as they went forth defiantly.
The Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh's
horses and chariots and his horsemen and
his army, and overtook them encamped at
the sea, by Piha'hiroth, in front of Baal'zeph-
on. When Pharaoh drew near, the people of
Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the
Egyptians were marching after them; and
they were in great fear. And the people of



Israel cried out to the Lord; and they said to
Moses, "Is it because there are no graves in
Egypt that you have taken us away to die in
the wilderness? What have you done to us,
In bringing us out of Egypt? Is not this what
we said to you in Egypt, Let us alone and
let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would
have been better for us to serve the Egyp-
tians than to die in the wilderness." And Mo-
ses said to the people, "Fear not, stand firm,
and see the salvation of the Lord, which he
will work for you today; for the Egyptians
whom you see today, you shall never see
again. The Lord will fight for you, and you
have only to be still." The Lord said to Mo-
ses, "Why do you cry to me? Tell the people
of Israel to go forward. Lift up your rod, and
stretch out your hand over the sea and di-
vide it, that the people of Israel may go on
dry ground through the sea. And | will hard-
en the hearts of the Egyptians so that they
shall go in after them, and | will get glory
over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots,
and his horsemen. And the Egyptians shall
know that | am the Lord, when | have gotten
glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his
horsemen." Then the angel of God who
went before the host of Israel moved and
went behind them; and the pillar of cloud

mourn; to grant to those who mourn in Zion
to give them a garland instead of ashes, the
oil of gladness instead of mourning, the
mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit; that
they may be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, that he may be glo-
rified. They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devas-
tations of many generations. Foreigners
shall stand and feed your flocks, foreigners
shall be your plowmen and vinedressers; but
you shall be called the priests of the Lord,
men shall speak of you as the ministers of
our God; you shall eat the wealth of the na-
tions, and in their riches you shall glory. In-
stead of your shame you shall have a double
portion, instead of dishonor you shall rejoice
in your lot; therefore in your land you shall
possess a double portion; yours shall be ev-
erlasting joy. For | the Lord love justice, |
hate robbery and wrong; | will faithfully give
them their recompense, and | will make an
everlasting covenant with them. heir de-
scendants shall be known among the na-
tions, and their offspring in the midst of the
peoples; all who see them shall
acknowledge them, that they are a people
whom the Lord has blessed. “And they shall



So Abraham called the name of that place
The Lord will provide; as it is said to this day,
"On the mount of the Lord it shall be provid-
ed." And the angel of the Lord called to
Abraham a second time from heaven, and
said, "By myself | have sworn, says the Lord,
because you have done this, and have not
withheld your son, your only son, | will in-
deed bless you, and | will multiply your de-
scendants as the stars of heaven and as
thesand on the seashore. And your de-
scendants shall possess the gate of their en-
emies, and by your descendants shall all the
nations of the earth bless themselves, be-
cause you have obeyed my voice."

The Eleventh Reading

Priest: Wisdom

Reader: The reading is from the prophecy of
|saiah (61:1-19))

Priest: Let us attend

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, be-
cause the Lord has anointed me to bring
good tidings to the afflicted; he has sent me
to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim lib-
erty to the captives, and the opening of the
prison to those who are bound; to proclaim
the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who

moved from before them and stood behind
them, coming between the host of Egypt and
the host of Israel. And there was the cloud
and the darkness; and the night passed
without one coming near the other all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea; and the Lord drove the sea back by a
strong east wind all night, and made the sea
dry land, and the waters were divided. And
the people of Israel went into the midst of
the sea on dry ground, the waters being a
wall to them on their right hand and on their
left. The Egyptians pursued, and went in af-
ter them into the midst of the sea, all Phar-
aoh's horses, his chariots, and his horse-
men. And in the morning watch the Lord in
the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down
upon the host of the Egyptians, and discom-
fited the host of the Egyptians, clogging their
chariot wheels so that they drove heavily;
and the Egyptians said, "Let us flee from be-
fore Israel; for the Lord fights for them
against the Egyptians." Then the Lord said
to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the
sea, that the water may come back upon the
Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon
their horsemen." So Moses stretched forth
his hand over the sea, and the sea returned
to its wonted flow when the morning



appeared; and the Egyptians fled into it, and
the Lord routed the Egyptians in the midst of
the sea. The waters returned and covered
the chariots and the horsemen and all the
host of Pharaoh that had followed them into
the sea; not so much as one of them re-
mained. But the people of Israel walked on
dry ground through the sea, the waters be-
ing a wall to them on their right hand and on
their left. Thus the Lord saved lIsrael that
day from the hand of the Egyptians; and Is-
rael saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea-
shore. And Israel saw the great work which
the Lord did against the Egyptians, and the
people feared the Lord; and they believed in
the Lord and in his servant Moses. Then
Moses and the people of Israel sang this
song to the Lord, saying: Let us sing to the
Lord. For gloriously has He been glorified!

Choir: For gloriously has He been glorified!

The horse and his rider He has thrown into
the sea. Let us sing unto the Lord!

He was to me a helper and protector for sal-
vation. Let us sing unto the Lord!

This is my God and | will glorify Him; the
God of my father and | will exalt Him. Let us
sing unto the Lord!

here with the ass; | and the lad will go yon-
der and worship, and come again to you."
And Abraham took the wood of the burnt of-
fering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and he
took in his hand the fire and the knife. So
they went both of them together. And Isaac
said to his father Abraham, "My father!" And
he said, "Here am I, my son." He said,
"Behold, the fire and the wood; but where is
the lamb for a burnt offering?" Abraham said,
"God will provide himself the lamb for a burnt
offering, my son." So they went both of them
together. When they came to the place of
which God had told him, Abraham built an
altar there, and laid the wood in order, and
bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the al-
tar, upon the wood. Then Abraham put forth
his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.
But the angel of the Lord called to him from
heaven, and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And
he said, "Here am I." He said, "Do not lay
your hand on the lad or do anything to him;
for now | know that you fear God, seeing you
have not withheld your son, your only son,
from me." And Abraham lifted up his eyes
and looked, and behold, behind him was a
ram, caught in a thicket by his horns; and
Abraham went and took the ram, and offered
it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.



no more be termed Forsaken, and your land
shall no more be termed Desolate; but you
shall be called My delight is in her, and your
land Married; for the Lord delights in you,
and your land shall be married. For as a
young man marries a virgin, so shall your
sons marry you, and as the bridegroom re-
joices over the bride, so shall your God re-
joice over you.

The Tenth Reading

Priest: Wisdom

Reader: The reading is from Genesis (22:1-18)
Priest: Let us attend

After these things God tested Abraham, and
said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here
am |." He said, "Take your son, your only son
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offer-
ing upon one of the mountains of which |
shall tell you." So Abraham rose early in the
morning, saddled his ass, and took two of
his young men with him, and his son Isaac;
and he cut the wood for the burnt offering,
and arose and went to the place of which
God had told him. On the third day Abraham
lifted up his eyes and saw the place afar off.
Then Abraham said to his young men, "Stay

The Lord bringing wars to naught, the Lord
Is His name. Pharaoh's chariots and his host
He cast into the sea. Let us sing unto the
Lord!

And his chosen officers are sunk in the Red
Sea. Let us sing unto the Lord!

The floods cover them; they went down into
the depths like a stone. Let us sing unto the
Lord!

Thy right hand, O Lord, has been glorified in
power. Let us sing unto the Lord!

Thy right hand, O Lord, has shattered the
enemy, and in the greatness of Thy majesty
Thou hast overthrown Thy adversaries. Let
us sing unto the Lord!

Thou sendest forth Thy fury, it consumes
them like stubble, and by the spirit of Thy
displeasure the water parted asunder. Let us
sing unto the Lord!

The waters stood up like a wall, the deeps
congealed in the heart of the sea. Let us
sing unto the Lord!

The enemy said: | will pursue and | will over-
take, | will divide the spoil, | will satisfy my
soul, | will destroy with my sword, my hand
shall have dominion. Let us sing unto the



Lord!

Thou didst send Thy Spirit and the sea cov-
ered them; they sank as lead in the mighty
waters. Let us sing unto the Lord!

Who is like Thee, O Lord, among the gods?
Who is like Thee glorified in holiness, mar-
velous in glory, doing wonders. Let us sing
unto the Lord!

Thou didst stretch out Thy right hand and the
earth swallowed them. Thou hast led in Thy
righteousness the people whom Thou, hast
redeemed. Let us sing unto the Lord

Now are the chiefs of Edom dismayed, the
leaders of Moab, trembling seizes then all
the inhabitants of Canaan have melted
away. Let us sing unto the Lord!

Let trembling and fear fall upon them; be
cause of the greatness of Thy arm, let them
become as stone. Let us sing unto the Lord

Until Thy people pass by, O Lord, until the
people pass by whom Thou hast purchased.
Let us sing unto the Lord!

Thou wilt bring them in and plant them on
Thy mountain, the place, O Lord, which
Thou hast made for Thy abode. The sanctu-
ary, O Lord, which Thy hands have made

God, and that the word of the Lord in your
mouth is truth."

The Ninth Reading

Priest: Wisdom

Reader: The reading is from the prophecy of
|saiah (61:10-62:5)

Priest: Let us attend

| will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall
exult in my God; for he has clothed me with
the garments of salvation, he has covered
me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jew-
els. For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to
spring up, so the Lord God will cause right-
eousness and praise to spring forth before
all the nations. For Zion's sake | will not keep
silent, and for Jerusalem's sake | will not
rest, until her vindication goes forth as
brightness, and her salvation as a burning
torch. The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory; and you shall be
called by a new name which the mouth of
the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of
beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal
diadem in the hand of your God. You shall



said; and she, and he, and her household
ate for many days. The jar of meal was not
spent, neither did the cruse of oil fail, ac-
cording to the word of the Lord which he
spoke by Elijah. After this the son of the
woman, the mistress of the house, became
ill; and his illness was so severe that there
was no breath left in him. And she said to
Elijah, "What have you against me, O man of
God? You have come to me to bring my sin
to remembrance, and to cause the death of
my son!" And he said to her, "Give me your
son." And he took him from her bosom, and
carried him up into the upper chamber,
where he lodged, and laid him upon his own
bed. And he cried to the Lord, "O Lord my
God, hast thou brought calamity even upon
the widow with whom | sojourn, by slaying
her son?" Then he stretched himself upon
the child three times, and cried to the Lord,
"O Lord my God, let this child's soul come
into him again." And the Lord hearkened to
the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child
came into him again, and he revived. And
Elijah took the child, and brought him down
from the upper chamber into the house, and
delivered him to his mother; and Elijah said,
"See, your son lives." And the woman said
to Elijah, "Now | know that you are a man of

ready. Let us sing unto the Lord!

The Lord shall reign forever and ever. For
when the horse of the Pharaoh with the
chariots and horsemen went into the sea the
Lord brought back the water of the se upon
them. Let us sing unto the Lord!

But the children of Israel walked on dry
ground in the midst of the sea. Let us sing
unto the Lord!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages
of ages. Amen. Let us sing unto the Lord!

Choir: For gloriously has He been glorified!

The Seventh Reading

Priest: Wisdom

Reader: The reading is from the prophecy of
Zephaniah (3:8-15)

Priest: Let us attend

Thus says the Lord: Wait for me, for the day
when | arise as a witness. For my decision is
to gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, to
pour out upon them my indignation, all the
heat of my anger; for in the fire of my jealous
wrath all the earth shall be consumed. "Yea,
at that time | will change the speech of the



peoples to a pure speech, that all of them
may call on the name of the Lord and serve
him with one accord. From beyond the riv-
ers of Ethiopia my suppliants, the daughter
of my dispersed ones, shall bring my offer-
ing. "On that day you shall not be put to
shame because of the deeds by which you
have rebelled against me; for then | will re-
move from your midst your proudly exultant
ones, and you shall no longer be haughty in
my holy mountain. For | will leave in the
midst of you a people humble and lowly.
They shall seek refuge in the name of the
Lord, those who are left in Israel; they shall
do no wrong and utter no lies, nor shall there
be found in their mouth a deceitful tongue.
For they shall pasture and lie down, and
none shall make them afraid." Sing aloud, O
daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel!l Rejoice
and exult with all your heart, O daughter of
Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the
judgments against you, he has cast out your
enemies. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in
your midst; you shall fear evil no more.

The Eighth Reading

Priest: Wisdom

Reader: The reading is from the Third book
of Kings (17:8-24)

Priest: Let us attend

Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah,
"Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Si-
don, and dwell there. Behold, | have com-
manded a widow there to feed you." So he
arose and went to Zarephath; and when he
came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow
was there gathering sticks; and he called to
her and said, "Bring me a little water in a
vessel, that | may drink." And as she was go-
ing to bring it, he called to her and said,
"Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand."
And she said, "As the Lord your God lives, |
have nothing baked, only a handful of meal
in a jar, and a little oil in a cruse; and now, |
am gathering a couple of sticks, that | may
go in and prepare it for myself and my son,
that we may eat it, and die." And Elijah said
to her, "Fear not; go and do as you have
said; but first make me a little cake of it and
bring it to me, and afterward make for your-
self and your son. For thus says the Lord
the God of Israel, The jar of meal shall not
be spent, and the cruse of oil shall not falil,
until the day that the Lord sends rain upon
the earth." And she went and did as Elijah



